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Overvicew

Contemporary societies face increasingly complex and interconnected challenges
that demand new forms of thinking and leadership. For Muslim communities in
advanced and plural societies such as Singapore, these challenges are sharpened
by the need to remain anchored in rich Islamic intellectual traditions while
engaging constructively with modern social, political, and technological realities
and contributing to a multireligious society. This raises fundamental questions
about how Islamic studies at the tertiary level should be reimagined to prepare
future religious leaders and professionals for such contexts.

Against this backdrop, the inaugural Singapore College of Islamic Studies (SCIS)
Symposium 2026, themed “From resilient learners to dynamic leaders and
professionals: Towards a new vision of higher education,” aims to present a vision
of Islamic higher education that positions students of Islamic studies at the
centre of interdisciplinary learning experiences designed for complex, plural
societies. This approach aims to cultivate resilient learners who will emerge as
dynamic leaders and professionals, equipped to navigate complex challenges
through interdisciplinary thinking, contextualised understanding, and applied
research.




Anchored in the three of the SCIS
curriculum design pillars, namely (a)
Interdisciplinarity, (b) Contextualisation
and (c) Applied Research, the symposium
offers participants insights into the
envisioned SCIS learning experience. It
illustrates how Islamic intellectual
traditions can be thoughtfully integrated
with perspectives from the humanities
and the social sciences through
case-based, problem-oriented and
applied learning approaches.

Through plenary discussions, interactive
workshops, and simulated classroom
experiences, the symposium models how
SCIS students will be trained to think
critically across disciplines, collaborate
with diverse stakeholders, and translate
religio-ethical principles into socially
meaningful action. In doing so, it
highlights  SCIS's commitment to
developing  graduates who are
intellectually grounded, socially engaged,
and equipped to contribute as dynamic
leaders and professionals in plural
societies.
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Symposium Day

10:10 AM

10:25 AM

11:25 AM

12:45 PM

2:00 PM

4:00 PM

30 PM

Tea Break

Panel Discussion moderated by Mr Khairul Anwar, Deputy Chief Executive, MUIS

Breakout Sessions

“Religion as a resource - Interdisciplinary approaches to social
cohesion in plural societies”

“Harnessing Al for Islamic studies: Tools, methods, and
possibilities”

“Navigating religious identity and governance: The Singapore
Muslim experience in context”

Workshop 03

Research “Beyond the ideal: Reinterpreting family through Islamic and
Presentation | social science lenses”

Tea Break

Closing Remarks by Dr Albakri Ahmad, Deputy Chief Executive, MUIS

End
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Interdisciplinary Islamic studies

and collaborative applied
research for social impact

This panel will explore the interdisciplinary nature of the Islamic intellectual
traditions and its continued relevance in addressing contemporary challenges,
with a particular focus on cultivating resilient learners and dynamic leaders.
Historically, Islamic scholarship has integrated various fields of knowledge-such
as theology, law, ethics, natural sciences and politics, thereby creating a holistic
framework for addressing contextual needs. In today’s interconnected world, this
learning tradition offers a model for Islamic higher education that nurtures
students into community leaders and professionals equipped to tackle complex,
multifaceted issues. The panel will address the following key questions:

01 How does interdisciplinarity feature within the Islamic tradition and how
can it be applied to modern challenges to develop resilient learners?

02 How can an interdisciplinary approach in applied research make impactful
contributions to broader society in addressing contemporary challenges?

In what ways can higher education equip students to become dynamic
03 leaders and professionals?

0 4 How will the interdisciplinary approach be delivered through the curriculum
of the SCIS, and what role can it play in developing the leaders of tomorrow?
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Islamic  science
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approach for the SCIS cur

session will also reflect on
significance of the SCIS-SUSS partnership
and how this collaboration creates a
unique environment pivotal in preparing
future leaders who are grounded in faith,
socially engaged, and capable of
contributing constructively to
Singapore's diverse society.
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Plenary Speakers

Interdisciplinary Islamic studies:
The SCIS approach

Mufti Dr Nazirudi

March 2020. As the chair o

the lead in providing guidance fo

religious life. Mufti Dr Nazidurin is also a
Presidential Council of Religious Harmony,

Mufti Dr Nazirudin is also the Chair of Steering Co
for the SCIS.




Professor
Abdullah Saeed

Sultan of Oman Professor of Arab
and Islamic Studies and the
Redmond Barry Distinguished
Professor, University of Melbourne

The Interdisciplinary approach
within Islamic tradition and its

relevance in the modern context

particularly
relevance of this
examined through the len
Muslim communities. Issues include
in contemporary governance, the ethica
new technologies, the evolving dynamics o
interfaith relations, and broader social cohesion
multicultural societies. This presentation will argue that by
drawing on the rich interdisciplinary legacy of Islamic
tradition, scholars and policy makers today can offer
nuanced, context-specific solutions that balance
traditional Islamic values with modern needs.

About

Abdullah Saeed is the Sultan of Oman Professor of Arab
and Islamic Studies and Redmond Barry Distinguished
Professor at the University of Melbourne, Australia. He is
also an advisor to the Studies in Interreligious Relations
programme at Nanyang Technological University,
Singapore, and has maintained a strong scholarly and
professional interest in Singapore for over two decades.
His research focuses on the negotiation of text and
context, ijtihad, and interpretation in contemporary
Islamic thought, and he is a leading advocate of reformist
and contextual approaches. He is deeply committed to
interreligious engagement and regularly works with
Muslim, Christian, and Jewish communities worldwide.
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Beyond the ivory tower: Religion,
research, and societal impact

of Singapore.

Prof Lily also serves on the Ac isol
contributing her expertise in higher educ

the development of the college.




Universities beyond disciplines:
Preparing leaders for a complex
world

to education and public service.




The role of religious leadership
alongside other community leaders
and stakeholders in enriching
collaborative solutioning for
contemporary social development

Steering Committee fo

She holds a PhD in Political Scienc
Wisconsin-Madison. Her scholarship centre
politics, with particular focus on Muslim politics

and South Asia. She also works extensively on state-soc
relations, political development in Asia, and regional security
issues in Southeast Asia. Her recent research explores
non-traditional security challenges affecting ASEAN,
including women's rights and the impact of religion.
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Breakout Sessions

The breakout sessions are designed as applied learning platforms that connect
research and curriculum to real-world challenges. Each session will explore key
questions related to a contemporary theme in Islamic studies. Designed to give
participants a glimpse into the SCIS learning experience, the breakout sessions will
be highly interactive, showcasing interdisciplinary and applied learning
approaches and methods. Participants will also engage in activities that will
encourage reflective thinking, boundary-crossing and collaborative solutioning.

Workshop O1 | Theme: Social cohesion

Religion as a resource - Interdisciplinary approaches
to social cohesion in plural societies

Guest Speakers

3¢ Professor Abdullah Saeed, Sultan of Oman Professor of Arab and Islamic Studies and the
Redmond Barry Distinguished Professor, University of Melbourne

¢ Dr Leong Chan-Hoong, Senior Fellow and Head of Social Cohesion Research Programme,
S. Rajaratnam School of International studies, Nanyang Technological University

¢ Ustazah Lina Sakina Salim, Chairperson, Centre for Interfaith Understanding (CIFU)

Z(d([{E\GT@  Shaik Muhammad Khairun Nabil, RPCS Associate Research Fellow

Synopsis

This workshop bringi‘t
Singapore can draw ei
strengthen social cour?e‘ i
workshop’s central questi

heritage and intellectua A@»

contribute meaningfully to tk e co
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Workshop 02 | Theme: Science and technology

Harnessing Al for Islamic studies: Tools, methods,
and possibilities

Guest Speakers

Ustaz Ridhwan Basor, Founding Director, DigitalWell.ai
Ustaz Fadhil Azman, Researcher, Religious Policy Department (Fatwa)

Facilitator Ustaz Sheikh Mohamad Farouq, RPCS Associate Research Fellow |

This workshop introduces pa
Intelligence (Gen Al) tools in the
and researchers with little or nc
ChatGPT and Al-powered search €
such as summarising, translatin
hands-on activities using prepar

workshop also opens space for criti

and the necessity of a 'human in th

the session, participants will be bett
will be encouraged to reflect on how
of Islamic scholarship.
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Workshop 03 | Theme: State and governance

Navigating religious identity and governance: The
Singapore Muslim experience through an
interdisciplinary lens

3¢ Ustazah Farah Mahamood Aljunied, Senior Director, Higher Education
& Research, MUIS

3¢ Ustazah Sri Nurayu Mat Aris, Senior Manager, Higher Education &
Research (Academic Programme), MUIS

Facilitators

Synopsis

This breakout session examines the impact of Sing
religious life, exploring how faith communities navi
in a multicultural society.

The session begins with an unpacking and discuss
Magqasid framework, and key pillars of governance i
the dynamic relationship between state and
environment. Through this lens, participants will ex
adapts and thrives whilst maintaining core religiou
from Islamic scholarship, sociological analysis, an
interdisciplinary session will equip participants
complex considerations involved in providing re
communities.

Participants will also engage in reflective dialc

interdisciplinary and applied curriculum approach to b
the governance of religious affairs and the value
collaborative solutioning in addressing contemporary s
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Research Presentation | Theme: Family

Beyond the ideal: Reinterpreting family through
Islamic and social science lenses

Guest Speakers

¢ Ustazah Dr Siti Nur ‘Alaniah Abdul Wahid, RPCS Adjunct Research Fellow

¢ Ustazah Hafiza Roslee, RPCS Adjunct Research Fellow

¢ Associate Professor Dr Noor Aisha Abdul Rahman, Department of Malay Studies, National
University of Singapore (NUS)

¢ Ustaz Dr Mohammad Yusri Yubhi Md Yusoff, Director, YusriYusoff Consulting

3¢ Dr Tuty Raihanah Mostarom , Head, Higher Education & Research
Facilitators (Academic Programme), RPCS Research Fellow, MUIS

3¢ Aisyah Yusoff, RPCS Associate Research Fellow, MUIS

This panel explores how
understanding of today's d
emerging kinship forms, and
contemporary reinterpretatic
empirical evidence showing t

functional stability rather than
sociological, and practice-based
to explore how these perspectiv
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References

Read more about SCIS’s programmes here:

SCIS

The following SCIS booklet documents our first steps in this
journey to build the foundations for the SCIS.

RPCS

The Research Programme in the Study of Muslim Communities
of Success (RPCS) is the dedicated research arm of the college.

PCICS

The Postgraduate Certificate in Islam in Contemporary
Societies (PCICS) aims to nurture a generation of confident,
compassionate, and competent professional asatizah.

For more information, do contact us at scis@muis.gov.sg or access the website
WWW.SCisSSsymposium.com

18



https://isomer-user-content.by.gov.sg/48/6f7a0e7a-b604-4838-9a29-8a7383a22b11/SCIS%20Handbook%20-%20Building%20the%20Foundations%20(2).pdf
https://www.muis.gov.sg/education/singapore-college-of-islamic-studies/rpcs/
https://www.muis.gov.sg/education/singapore-college-of-islamic-studies/postgraduate-certificate-in-islam-in-contemporary-societies/



